The War                               249

The work of the English Church Union went on as best it
could amid the difficulties of the War. Some of the trouble was
with the younger men, the 'Band of Hope/ as an association of
unbeneficed clergy in the diocese of London was styled, and the
Society of SS, Peter and Paul, a lively publishing enterprise
which had already singed a few episcopal gaiters with some of
R. A. Knox's more startling squibs. Halifax had more sym-
pathy with such ebullitions than had most of his contempor-
aries. He became very much attached to one or two of the
younger men of the Movement, like Maurice Child, and, in
spite of the misgivings of his friends, he entrusted to the Society
of SS. Peter and Paul the task of printing for him the First
Prayer Book of Edward VL Hill suffered their outbreaks less
gladly. *I wonder/ he wrote to Halifax in 1916, *if there is any-
body who can keep these young people in order and from mak-
ing such donkeys of themselves/32

But a few months later Hill fell seriously ill. At one time hope
was almost abandoned. el do pray God with all my heart that
he may recover/ Halifax wrote to Riley, 'and be able to con-
tinue his work, for he is, as we count such matters, indispen-
sable to the Union/33 He did recover, and before a year had
passed, was back in his office excoriating with impartial vigour
the enemy without and within the Union. (*You were* were
you not? a little cross with Tracy* and E. G. Wood/33 wrote
Halifax in gentle reproof.)

The enemy without was the Dean of Durham, whose nomi-
nation to be Bishop of Hereford created another crisis in the
Church. Dr. Henson, who was to become a respected member
of the episcopate, had sown some literary wild oats in three
books, in the course of which, if he did not actually reject the
Virgin Birth and the Bodily Resurrection of Our Lord, he was
understood to express his readiness to ordain men who did.
*Hie Hem. and Rev. A. Hanbury Tracy.